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THAT SUMPTER-BOURNE RAILWAY WILL BE BUILT

It Is now up to the people of
Sampter and cf the Sumpter mining
distriot to say whehter or nor a rall-
way shall be bulit frum thin city to
Bourne.

David L Killen,
Killen, Warner, Stewart cowmpany,
promoters of the Sumpter-Bourne
rallway enterprise, has presented the
proposition to the public in the fol-
lowiong cubherent shape:

""To Measrs. Cato Jobhus, Willlam
H. Qleason and Fred D. Fuller,
Committee:

‘““Gentlemen: We are prepared to
take up the proposition of bulldiog a
rallroad frum Sumpter to the Cracker
Creek distriot. Our estimates of cost
are ttat it will require $260,000 to
fluance the pruject. This money we
propose to raise by subsoriptions Lo
the capital stook of the company, and
by av issue of fArst mortgage boude
amounting to $200,000, secured ob
the rallroad, its rolling stock and
equipment.

‘“We are prepared to go ahead with
the projeot If the people of Sumpter
and vicioity will, we an evidence of
faith in the project, subsoribe and
pay 'or ove-tenth of these bouds.

*“If you will within the next ten
days secure subscriptious to the
amount of 220,000 for this enter-
prise, for which the subscriber will
recelve the bonds above mentioned at
par, dollar for dollar for their sub-
suriptions, we will ralse the balunce
of the money und prooeed with the
buildiug of the road duriog the pres-
ent season. The bonds above men-
tioned to be 5-20 boods, to bear
interest at six per cent per snnum.

‘‘Respectfully submitted,
“*Killen, Warner, Stewart Co,,
“Per, D. L. Killen,
‘‘Preaident.”’

When Mr. Killen arrived iv Sump
ter last week from the Chicago
office uf his compauny, and aunounoced
that he was prepared to covsummate
tke lovg-standing project, he dies-
covered that opposition to the enter-
piise bad developed In certain quar-
tera. He cousldered the advisaLll-
ity of calling @ mass meeting of
Sumpter's citizepe to sound publie
sentiment, but decided to person:
ally loterview the recaloitrants and
present privately & few arguments
in favor of the enterprive. This
policy was successfully followed,
with the result that the hammers of
the knockers begun gradually to
disappear from public view. Soun-
day evening a number of representa-
tive oitizens met with Messrs. Killen
snd Warper in the luw office of N. C.
Richarde and a committee, consisting
of Cato J. Jobns, the big merchunt;
Williaw H. Gleason, the mayor, and
Fred D. Faller, the general manager
of the smelter, was appolutea to carry

president of the

out the terme of the K., W , S, com-
pany's offer. The above communi-
cution from President Killen to the
committee was a result of that con-
farence, nnd the cowmitéee at once
began un active campaign. The fol-
lowing subsoription paper is bveing
circuluted by the committee:

‘“We, the undersigned, hereby sub-
soribe for the amounta set opposite
our respeotive names, to he used in
the construvtion of a rallroad frowm
Sumpter to the Craocker Creek die-
triot, in accordance with the proposi-
tion submitted by the Killen, War:
ner, Stewart Co., hereto attavhed.

‘“We to receive for subsoriptiones
first mortgage bondes eecured on the
road, Its rolling stook and equip
ment, payable in five or twenty years
from the dale thereof and to bear in-
terest at the rate of six per veunt per
anoum.

‘“We bereby agree to pay the sev-
eral amouute subsuribed by ovs In in-
stallments ae follows:

““Twenty-five per ceut of the
amount subsoribed when the road
bed is graded to what is known as
the Half Way House;

‘“Tweunty-five per cent of sald sub-
soriptions when the road s graded to
the town of Bourne:

‘“I'wenty-five per oeut of sald sub-
soription when the bill of lading for
the rails is received at Sumpter, Ore
goun.

‘“The balance of said subseription,
25 per cent, to be paid wuoen sald
railroad is completed.

‘‘Said bouds to be delivered to ue
whensver the full amount Is paid."’

It developed In the course of Mr,
Killen's couference with those few
oitizene who opposed the bullding of
the rallway, thut the main opposition
was bused upou the estimate of oost
made by the eugineers. This opposi-
tion assumed that the road could be
built and equipped for about $75,000

\

iand that the #250,000 estimnte uf the
| pro noter+ was for the purpose of pro
'viding & basis for private graft. It s
# watter of cougratulution that this
idea was eutertmined by only u few
people in Sumpter. The report of the
eugineers is the basis on which the
cost of the road s estimuted. The
past and present operatious of the
Killen, Warner, Stewart company in
this camp certainly affords no shadow
of basis for u suspivion of graft. v
passiog, It migh: be pointed out that
the K., W., 8. company 18 tepousible
for the Dbuilding ot the Sumpter
smelter, for the successful promotion
of the Standard miuve, for the initial
promotion of the Califoruia,
Cracker Summit, Oregon Monasroh,
Black Jack aud other wmiving com-
panies in this camp snd the firm
was also largely inetrumental ip s

suvoessful reorganization of the Red |
Boy.
It 1o & fant not generally known, |
but a faot, nevertheless, that Mr.
Killen, president of the company, has
on more than one ocoailon henvily
jovested his own private funds In
mining companies of his firm's pro-
motion, and that so far he and bis
associntes bhave devoted themeeives
solely to the important work of
bullding up the camp, o pursuit of
the purely busivess polloy that in
developing their promutions to
dividend-paying basis they will the
wore surely enchancve their own pri
vate holdiopge aond reap due and
proper profits. No promotion firm in
the northwest stands higher iu the
estimation of Iovestors than the
Killen, Warner, BStewart company.
and no firm operating in Oregon
boasts such a record of snocoesstul
promotions. The suspicion, there-
fore, that the K., W., B. cowpany
has, at this late day, descended from
this bhigh position to one of graft is a
refleotion more un the intelligence of
the people of Sumpter than upon the
bonesty of Mr. Killen and bhis seso-
clates,

As a matter of legitimate faot, the
projected Suwmpter-Bourne rallway,
while of short length, presents some
englueering diffloulties of no mean
mugnitude. A drive up the oauyon
from Sumpter to Bourne gives no
Idea to the uninitiated of the actual
ocost of bullding a ralinay along mebh
a route, At first glunce the Powder
river canyon presents the appearanve
of a ostoral waterline grade. This
presumption i shattered by making »
trip down the onuyon from Houroe,
especinlly on bobsleds during the
winter time, when It will be seen
that the descent is remarkably rapld,
u faot easy to esonpe notide In makiug
the up-trip. A close examiuation ct
the ruute will aleo revesl the fact
that the canyon Is decldedly tor-
tuous; that w steam rallway, limited
to & certalun degree of ourvsture,
and to a ocertain gradient, would
require mauy bridges notoss the ser-
peutine Powder river, particuiasrly
nbove the Hulfway house, where the
canyon parrows fu placs to the width
of u street, with solid rock walls on
either hand, Furthermore, alter
Hulfway is passed, the grade i re-
murkably steep, with a still greater
jocrease from Hanover to Hourne,
uecessitatiog s projection of the yrade
high above the stream Iun order to

placss and along the entire line

| snloguard ¢« are necessary agalnst snow

slides and washouts. From all of

lwhloh may be deducwd the ocorreot

vonolusion that the #2060,000 esti-
mate of the promoters i#+ most con-
sorvative, especinlly w»o when the
matter of future branches Is coun-
sidered. It is the aim of the pro-
moters to ultimately oounstruct a
branch line up SBwill Hollow and
Silver Creek to Cable Cove, The
joitial bond issue must be made to
provide funds of thie ocontingenoy.
The matter of equipment enters ulso
into a disonssion of prebable ocodt.
Owing to the rather heavy gradient
neosssary of adoption to reach the
apper terminal, powerful loocowo-
tives must be purchused, and ralls
und ties must be of suoch a character
as to sucocessfully withstand such
weight aud the extra-ordinary weight
of ore traine. v brief, 825,000 per
mile is a decidedly low estimate of
vost for a 1allway through suvh »
mountainous reglon as intervenes ba-
tween this city sud Bourne.

Not sluow the origiosl luception of
the Bumpter- Bourne rallway project
has anyone advanced Lhe mawertion
that the euterprive laoked feambility
frum a profit-payiuvg polnt of view,
It iIs upanimously comeeded ,on the
other haud, thut such a rond would
be profitable from the moment of
actunl operation. The freight and
pasionger traftic existent, exclusive
of the new traftio certain to be opened
up by the provision of a chesp and
rapid mesns of trapspurtation, is of
sulticlent tonunge to pay interest on
a bonded Iindebteduness in the sum
deolded upon, provide s sultable
sluking tund, cover al) coste uf maln-
tenance, aud o addition distribute
satisfactory sum in dividends. Aside
from the profit aswsured loosl investors
in the proposed boud issue, the In.
creased commmercinl  activity of
Bumpter, guaranteed by the conelruc-
tion of such & rond, appesls to the
wive business men. Aw n matter of
fuot, Sumpler buyers of bonds will
resp u Lhreo-fold protit — juterest o
bonds, Jividends from stock bonuse)
sod locreased profit from sales of
merchandise t¢ new mines to be
opeued up by this rosd, snd to sn
lncreased population of Sumpter and
Hourne.

It bus been wo irrefutnble presen-
tation of these protiiable features
whion hes resulted iu overcoming all
opposition to the project, and which

ovrecome the rapidly-increasing ele
vation,
to make the line costly In gradiug |
aud, tarthermore, vecessitates muny
precautions for mmlutenance during '
the ratber rigorous winters in this|
region. It is not improbable that

snowsheds will be required at certsin l

has ussured the Luildivg of the rond

All these festure:« couspire | this summer,

I'be committee whivh s olrculat-
ing the subsoription paper autici-
pates no difticulty in securing the
requisite number of pledges within
the specified time limit, The ‘‘Sump-
ter spirit’’ lv working.




